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Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation § 330.1 

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 1813(l), 1813(m), 
1817(i), 1818(q), 1819(a)(Tenth), 1820(f), 1820(g), 
1821(a), 1821(d), 1822(c). 

SOURCE: 63 FR 25756, May 11, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 330.1 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Act means the Federal Deposit In-

surance Act (12 U.S.C. 1811 et seq.). 
(b) Corporation means the Federal De-

posit Insurance Corporation. 
(c) Default has the same meaning as 

provided under section 3(x) of the Act 
(12 U.S.C. 1813(x)). 

(d) Deposit has the same meaning as 
provided under section 3(l) of the Act 
(12 U.S.C. 1813(l)). 

(e) Deposit account records means ac-
count ledgers, signature cards, certifi-
cates of deposit, passbooks, corporate 
resolutions authorizing accounts in the 
possession of the insured depository in-
stitution and other books and records 
of the insured depository institution, 
including records maintained by com-
puter, which relate to the insured de-
pository institution’s deposit taking 
function, but does not mean account 
statements, deposit slips, items depos-
ited or cancelled checks. 

(f) FDIC means the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. 

(g) Independent activity. A corpora-
tion, partnership or unincorporated as-
sociation shall be deemed to be en-
gaged in an ‘‘independent activity’’ if 
the entity is operated primarily for 
some purpose other than to increase 
deposit insurance. 

(h) Insured branch means a branch of 
a foreign bank any deposits in which 
are insured in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act. 

(i) Insured deposit has the same mean-
ing as that provided under section 
3(m)(1) of the Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(m)(1)) 
and this part. 

(j) Insured depository institution is any 
depository institution whose deposits 
are insured pursuant to the Act, in-
cluding a foreign bank having an in-
sured branch. 

(k) Interest, with respect to a deposit, 
means any payment to or for the ac-
count of any depositor as compensation 
for the use of funds constituting a de-
posit. A bank’s absorption of expenses 
incident to providing a normal banking 

function or its forbearance from charg-
ing a fee in connection with such a 
service is not considered a payment of 
interest. 

(l) Natural person means a human 
being. 

(m) Non-contingent trust interest 
means a trust interest capable of deter-
mination without evaluation of contin-
gencies except for those covered by the 
present worth tables and rules of cal-
culation for their use set forth in 
§ 20.2031–7 of the Federal Estate Tax 
Regulations (26 CFR 20.2031–7) or any 
similar present worth or life expect-
ancy tables which may be adopted by 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

(n) Sole proprietorship means a form of 
business in which one person owns all 
the assets of the business, in contrast 
to a partnership or corporation. 

(o) Standard maximum deposit insur-
ance amount, referred to as the 
‘‘SMDIA’’ hereafter, means $250,000 ad-
justed pursuant to subparagraph (F) of 
section 11(a)(1) of the FDI Act (12 
U.S.C. 1821(a)(1)(F)). 

(p) Trust estate means the deter-
minable and beneficial interest of a 
beneficiary or principal in trust funds 
but does not include the beneficial in-
terest of an heir or devisee in a dece-
dent’s estate. 

(q) Trust funds means funds held by 
an insured depository institution as 
trustee pursuant to any irrevocable 
trust established pursuant to any stat-
ute or written trust agreement. 

(r) Trust interest means the interest of 
a beneficiary in an irrevocable express 
trust (other than an employee benefit 
plan) created either by written trust 
instrument or by statute, but does not 
include any interest retained by the 
settlor. 

(s) Noninterest-bearing transaction ac-
count means— 

(1) A deposit or account maintained 
at an insured depository institution— 

(i) With respect to which interest is 
neither accrued nor paid; 

(ii) On which the depositor or ac-
count holder is permitted to make 
withdrawals by negotiable or transfer-
able instrument, payment orders of 
withdrawal, telephone or other elec-
tronic media transfers, or other similar 
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items for the purpose of making pay-
ments or transfers to third parties or 
others; and 

(iii) On which the insured depository 
institution does not reserve the right 
to require advance notice of an in-
tended withdrawal; and 

(2) A trust account established by an 
attorney or law firm on behalf of a cli-
ent, commonly known as an Interest on 
Lawyers Trust Account, or a function-
ally equivalent account, as determined 
by the Corporation. 

[63 FR 25756, May 11, 1998, as amended at 71 
FR 14631, Mar. 23, 2006; 73 FR 61660, Oct. 17, 
2008; 74 FR 47716, Sept. 17, 2009; 75 FR 49365, 
Aug. 13, 2010; 75 FR 69583, Nov. 15, 2010; 76 FR 
4816, Jan. 27, 2011; 76 FR 41395, July 14, 2011; 
78 FR 56588, Sept. 13, 2013] 

§ 330.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to clarify 

the rules and define the terms nec-
essary to afford deposit insurance cov-
erage under the Act and provide rules 
for the recognition of deposit owner-
ship in various circumstances. 

§ 330.3 General principles. 
(a) Ownership rights and capacities. 

The insurance coverage provided by the 
Act and this part is based upon the 
ownership rights and capacities in 
which deposit accounts are maintained 
at insured depository institutions. All 
deposits in an insured depository insti-
tution which are maintained in the 
same right and capacity (by or for the 
benefit of a particular depositor or de-
positors) shall be added together and 
insured in accordance with this part. 
Deposits maintained in different rights 
and capacities, as recognized under this 
part, shall be insured separately from 
each other. (Example: Single ownership 
accounts and joint ownership accounts 
are insured separately from each 
other.) 

(b) Deposits maintained in separate in-
sured depository institutions or in sepa-
rate branches of the same insured deposi-
tory institution. Any deposit accounts 
maintained by a depositor at one in-
sured depository institution are in-
sured separately from, and without re-
gard to, any deposit accounts that the 
same depositor maintains at any other 
separately chartered and insured de-
pository institution, even if two or 

more separately chartered and insured 
depository institutions are affiliated 
through common ownership. (Example: 
Deposits held by the same individual at 
two different banks owned by the same 
bank holding company would be in-
sured separately, per bank.) 

The deposit accounts of a depositor 
maintained in the same right and ca-
pacity at different branches or offices 
of the same insured depository institu-
tion are not separately insured; rather 
they shall be added together and in-
sured in accordance with this part. 

(c) Deposits maintained by foreigners 
and deposits denominated in foreign cur-
rency. The availability of deposit insur-
ance is not limited to citizens and resi-
dents of the United States. Any person 
or entity that maintains deposits in an 
insured depository institution is enti-
tled to the deposit insurance provided 
by the Act and this part. In addition, 
deposits denominated in a foreign cur-
rency shall be insured in accordance 
with this part. Deposit insurance for 
such deposits shall be determined and 
paid in the amount of United States 
dollars that is equivalent in value to 
the amount of the deposit denominated 
in the foreign currency as of close of 
business on the date of default of the 
insured depository institution. The ex-
change rates to be used for such con-
versions are the 12 PM rates (the ‘‘noon 
buying rates for cable transfers’’) 
quoted for major currencies by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York on 
the date of default of the insured de-
pository institution, unless the deposit 
agreement specifies that some other 
widely recognized exchange rates are 
to be used for all purposes under that 
agreement, in which case, the rates so 
specified shall be used for such conver-
sions. 

(d) Deposits in insured branches of for-
eign banks. Deposits in an insured 
branch of a foreign bank which are 
payable by contract in the United 
States shall be insured in accordance 
with this part, except that any deposits 
to the credit of the foreign bank, or 
any office, branch, agency or any whol-
ly owned subsidiary of the foreign 
bank, shall not be insured. All deposits 
held by a depositor in the same right 
and capacity in more than one insured 
branch of the same foreign bank shall 
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